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Fy HENRY J. BECHTOLD |mately 1,400 tobacco stands and corresponding agencies in 
NEW YORK (UPI)—The to- were operated by the blind in each state help build and 
r bacco stand has proved the an-*federal, state, municipal and maintain such businesses, 
swer to one of our more seri- ! P r * vate buildings, according tOtThe Randolph-Shepard Act of 
ous unemployment problems—{figures of the Office of Voca-'1936 provides for free space in 
the blind. tional Rehabilitation, U.S, De- fed era 1 buildings, together 

•V-i-The small stands, which spe-'P"?™*"* of Health * Education With funds for equipment and 
cialize in cigars, cigarets, WeIfare * :initial stock 

magazines, soft drinks and By 1955 the number of Training of opera tors takes 
food, have enabled more than stands had increased to 1.56o!f r °m two to six weeks, and is 
2,000 blind people to lead vir- and at the end of fiscal 1959 it j financed through the vocation¬ 
ally normal lives and to be'reached 1,982. Some stands a* rehabilitation act. 
independent. jhave more than one operator. T h e American Assn of 

These people have become* California by far has the| Wo f kers J or th « B ! ,nd - W " sh 
taxpayers, good businessmen! most blind tobacco stand °p !^ on t ’L the nrestiee ^nd* de 

Hr”*-*? ^ ‘TizTi ,"Js 

* m ?ric« P n r ° te'r‘l,K"“t^inZ -N«" v?rk 1. third with » r “'"* years. 

2,e T»Stelit!?£ JttgXZ: Si ““X *•». ««. **«•’■ 

The efforts of the 2,111 blind, Loulslana 82 

tobacco stand operators in’ Following the District of Co- , • , 

fiscal 1959 produced total net : lumbia in the highest average . . V _ 

income of $6,578,151. Average net proceed* per operator are ; > •'\I 

earnings were $3,354, but they] Maryland $5,088; California ,* 

ran much higher in manyj$4.968; Oregon-$4,704; Pennsyl- 

areas—as much as $6,038 on j vania $4,608; and Colorado , / 

• average in the District of Co- $4.464., ‘ ■•. ,, 

lumbia | Training of the tobacco 

‘ And this enterprise is grow-^ a " d .operators varies from 

ing steadily. In 1950 approxi-|* tate l0 state bllt *} as ; "T 1- 

6 J 'proved tremendously in the 

past decade, according to 
Louis H. Rives Jr., chief of the 
division of special services to 
- * the blind in the Office of Voca- 
... tional Rehabilitation: 

The rehabilit&Lon service 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/mqbm0000 





